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Joint release September 30, 2020 8:00 AM ET via PR Newswire 
 
 
Elevation Oncology and US Oncology Research Announce Collaboration to Expand 
Genomic Testing of Solid Tumors and Local Site Activation in Support of the Phase 

2 CRESTONE Study 
 

- Inclusion of the CRESTONE Study within the Selected Trials for Accelerated Rollout Program Will 
Enhance Patient Recruitment and Facilitate Local Site Participation for Patients with Tumors Harboring 

an NRG1 Gene Fusion- 

 
NEW YORK, NY and THE WOODLANDS, TX – September 30, 2020 – Elevation Oncology, a 
clinical stage biopharmaceutical company focused on the development of precision medicines for 
patients with genomically defined cancers, and US Oncology Research, one of the largest community-
based oncology site management organizations in the U.S., announced today a collaboration to utilize 
the US Oncology Research Selected Trials for Accelerated Rollout (STAR) program for patient 
enrollment in the registration-enabling Phase 2 CRESTONE study for patients with solid tumors of any 
origin that have an NRG1 gene fusion. 
 
“The ability to accurately detect rare genomic driver alterations in a patient’s tumor and subsequently 
open up a clinical study site in response, is paramount to bringing precision therapy opportunities to 
patients that may benefit from treatment,” said Shawn Leland, PharmD, RPh, Founder and Chief 
Business Officer of Elevation Oncology. “US Oncology Research is ideally positioned to expand the 
reach of the CRESTONE study for patients with cancers harboring an NRG1 gene fusion for 
investigational treatment with seribantumab. A key component of this collaboration is the ability to 
quickly open CRESTONE clinical trial sites via the US Oncology Research STAR program, which 
minimizes patient travel and disruption in clinical care, a major advantage particularly given the 
current travel complexities due to COVID-19.” 
 
The STAR program opens and activates clinical trials quickly across all cancer research sites managed 
by US Oncology Research. STAR is an operational model that allows for pre-screening of potentially 
eligible subjects upfront and only opens sites where subjects are identified. When a potential STAR 
trial patient is identified at a facility, the practice is trained in the details of the trial, and the study is 
opened within a two-week timeframe at the location where the patient will be treated.  
 
“Advancements in diagnostic testing, and an evolution in the understanding of cancer development 
and progression, have enabled the identification of driver mutations and subsequent treatment for 
patients with cancer that no longer is associated with the tissue of origin for a particular disease,” said 
Robert L. Coleman, MD, Chief Scientific Officer of US Oncology Research. “Given the broad reach of US 
Oncology Research, we are able to provide access to investigational treatments at a local medical 
center and rapidly open up clinical study sites in order to provide options for our patients and 
physicians in their clinical treatment decisions across the country. With close collaboration between 
our individual cancer specialists, we are creating a future where cancers that are defined by genomic 
driver alterations can be rapidly identified and matched to treatments that may be able to stop the 
growth of an individual patient’s disease, wherever they may live.” 
 
US Oncology Research enables practices to offer patients access to the latest cancer clinical trial 
options in their local communities, providing the opportunity for better outcomes while contributing to 
the advancement of cancer treatment. US Oncology Research serves approximately 60 research sites 
and more than 165 locations, managing about 400 active trials at any given time. This breadth of 
coverage, and commitment to cross-disciplinary collaboration among facilities and individual 
specialties, makes US Oncology Research uniquely situated to accelerate the clinical development of 
precision medicines that target rare genomic alterations. 

http://www.elevationoncology.com/
https://usoncology.com/patients/about-clinical-trials/
http://www.nrg1fusion.com/
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Patients and physicians can learn more about the CRESTONE study at www.nrg1fusion.com or on 
www.ClinicalTrials.gov under the NCT number NCT04383210. 
 
 
About Elevation Oncology 
Elevation Oncology is founded on the belief that every patient with cancer deserves to know what is 
driving the growth of their disease and have access to therapeutics that can stop it. We make genomic 
tests actionable by selectively developing drugs to inhibit the specific alterations that have been 
identified as drivers of disease. Together with our peers we work towards a future in which each 
unique test result can be matched with a purpose-built precision medicine to enable an individualized 
treatment plan for each patient. Our lead candidate, seribantumab, inhibits tumor growth driven by 
NRG1 fusions and is currently being clinically tested in the Phase 2 CRESTONE study for patients with 
tumors of any origin that have an NRG1 fusion. Details on CRESTONE are available at 
www.NRG1fusion.com. For more information visit www.ElevationOncology.com. 
 
About US Oncology Research 
US Oncology Research draws from a network of experienced investigators and dedicated clinical staff 
who specialize in oncology clinical trials. US Oncology Research serves approximately 60 research 
sites and more than 165 locations, managing about 400 active trials at any given time. For the past 
20 years, physicians in the research network have enrolled more than 80,000 patients in over 1,600 
trials and have played a role in more than 100 FDA-approved cancer therapies. US Oncology Research 
is supported by McKesson Corporation. 
 
About Seribantumab and NRG1 Gene Fusions 
Seribantumab is a fully human IgG2 monoclonal antibody that binds to human epidermal growth 
factor receptor 3 (HER3). HER3 is traditionally activated through binding of its primary ligand, 
neuregulin-1 (NRG1). The NRG1 gene fusion is a rare genomic alteration that combines NRG1 with 
another partner protein to create chimeric NRG1 “fusion proteins”. The NRG1 fusion protein is often 
also able to activate the HER3 pathway, leading to unregulated cell growth and proliferation. 
Importantly, NRG1 gene fusions are mutually exclusive with other known driver mutations and are 
considered a unique oncogenic driver event essential for tumor cell survival. 
 
NRG1 fusions have been identified in a variety of solid tumors, including lung, pancreatic, gallbladder, 
breast, ovarian, colorectal, neuroendocrine, and sarcomas. In preclinical experiments, seribantumab 
prevents the activation of HER3 signaling in cells that harbor an NRG1 gene fusion. In addition to 
extensive nonclinical characterization and testing, seribantumab has been administered to 847 
patients across 12 phase 1 and 2 studies, both as a monotherapy and in combination with various 
anticancer therapies. Seribantumab is currently being clinically tested in the Phase 2 CRESTONE study 
for patients with solid tumors of any origin that have an NRG1 fusion. 
 
About the CRESTONE Study 
Clinical Study of Response to Seribantumab in Tumors with Neuregulin-1 (NRG1) Fusions. CRESTONE 
is a Phase 2 tumor-agnostic “basket trial” of seribantumab in patients with any solid tumor that 
harbors an NRG1 fusion. The primary objective of the study is to describe the anti-tumor activity and 
safety of seribantumab specifically in patients with an NRG1 gene fusion. CRESTONE offers a clinical 
trial opportunity for patients with advanced solid tumors who have not responded or are no longer 
responding to treatment. Patients are encouraged to talk to their doctor about genomic testing of their 
tumor. CRESTONE is open and enrolling today in the US. For more information visit 
www.NRG1fusion.com. 
 
--- 
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